
St. John Paul II Parish Council Agenda 
November 28, 2017 

 
I. Open with prayer – First 15 

II. Approval of Minutes 

III. Additions to Agenda 

IV. Business Manager Report – John Frossard – report attached 

V. Finance Report – Mike Waiz – report attached 

VI. Commission Reports 

a. Christian Service – Wayne Rieger –  
b. Faith Formation – Vicki Huffman-  report attached 
c. Parish Life – Linda Hunter – report attached 
d. School/Daycare –  Daycare report attached 
e. Spiritual Life – Dinah Tichy – report attached 
f. Stewardship – Connie Lewellyn –  
g. Youth Ministry – Kelli Drescher – report attached 

 
VII. Old Business 

VIII. New Business 

a. Vision Statement # 5 -  People who are committed to daily prayer and pray   
              spontaneously when asked to do so. 

 
IX. Father Tom’s Comments 

X. Parish Council Member Comments 

XI. Adjourn and close with prayer 



St. John Paul II Parish Council Minutes 
October 24, 2017 

 
Present: 
Fr. Tom     Linda Hunter  Wayne Rieger 
John Frossard – Business Manager  Janelle Lewis  Dinah Tichy 
Kelli Drescher     Dan Moore    Mike Waiz  
Vicki Huffman     Art Pratt  Christina Wheatley 
         Mike Winebrenner   
 
Absent: Keith Alexander, Roger Bergh, Don Day, David Hoffman, Connie Lewellyn 

 
I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Dan Moore. Mike Waiz led the 
First Fifteen discussion. 
 
II. Approval of Minutes:  Minutes were approved. 
  
III. Additions to Agenda – None 
 
IV. Business Manager Report– report submitted.  
 
V. Finance Report – report submitted. Security items have been completed. There is now a 
camera on the Daycare /Office Building. 
 
VI. Commission Reports 

A. Christian Service – Wayne Rieger –  
B. Faith Formation – Vicki Huffman – Commission did not meet the past month 
D. Parish Life – Linda Hunter – report submitted 
E. School Commission and Preschool/Daycare –- Daycare report submitted  
F. Spiritual Life – Dinah Tichey - report submitted 
G. Stewardship – - Connie Lewellyn – report submitted  
H. Youth Ministry– Kelli Drescher - report submitted 
 

VII. Old Business 
A. Turkey Shoot update – Keith Alexander – report submitted 

 
VII. New Business  

A. Vision Statement #4 – People who know basic Catholic Church teaching. The 
Council brainstormed various ways to increase this knowledge. Included were: 
Brother Bob’s commentary at the church on November 8, additional teaching 
masses, spend 5 minutes prior to Mass explaining varied topics, a commentator 
explaining Mass, commentary on readings, answering questions submitted by 
parishioners, encouraging listening to Catholic podcasts. 

. 
VIII. Fr. Tom’s Comments – The capital campaign is now in a silent phase. It is off to a great 
start; 17 gifts totaling $1,750,000 have been pledged. The public phase will begin in January.  
 
Mike Winebrenner emphasized the need to continue to bring the “two churches” together. He is 
working to develop some sort of handout (such as a car magnet or sticker) to be given to 
persons who pledge to promote a sense of belonging. 
 



Fr. Tom asked the Council to approve sending $1,000 to the diocese of the Virgin Islands to 
help with rebuilding churches damaged or destroyed by Hurricane Maria. Council approved. 
 
IX. Parish Council member comments –  
 
X. Closing Prayer and Adjournment–. Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm. 
 
Next meeting will be November 28 at 7:00 pm at St. Joe Campus in the old School Building.  
 
Submitted by Mary Lynn Green 













ST. JOHN PAUL II FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
November 16, 2017 

 
 

Present:  Doug Green, Karen Haas, Lucas Taylor, Vince Thacker, Mike Whalen, Tony Bennett, 
Jonathan Cooper, Willett Lee, John Frossard, Niall Thompson and Mike Waiz 
 
Absent:  None 
 
The meeting was called to order and then Mr. Waiz led the members in a discussion of the First 
Fifteen. 
 
The minutes from the October 19, 2017 meeting were approved as written. 
 
Mr. Thacker and Mr. Thompson then provided an update on security/safety items that they 
have been working on for the last few months.  Mr. Thacker stated that the installation of the 
camera system for the front door of the Daycare/St. Paul Administrative offices has been 
completed although there are still some bugs to work out with the system and training with 
some of the staff.  He then reviewed the existing fire alarm system for the Activity Center 
building and noted several deficiencies and the fact that there was no monitoring system in 
place.  After much discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Cooper and seconded by Mr. Lee that 
a new system be purchased for $2,041 along with a monitoring service for $40/mo. This motion 
was approved. 
 
Then there was a discussion about the need for a battery back-up system for the server in the 
Daycare/Administration Building.  There was approval by the committee to install a back-up 
system at a cost of $514.  There was also some concern expressed about the service being 
received from Mid America for this building. The school has had no problems with service 
there. This situation will continue to be monitored for future issues. 
 
Mr. Thacker then reviewed information concerning a panic button system for the St. Paul 
Campus.  There was considerable discussion about this plan with the members feeling that 
further review needed to be had concerning this issue.  Two proposals were discussed with 
respective costs being $12,051 and $11,659.  Mr. Frossard will review the number of panic 
buttons needed for staff along with the number of stationery buttons needed in various 
buildings on the campus.  This could impact the cost of this system.  This issue will be addressed 
at a future finance committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Frossard then updated the committee on the use of the Faith Direct online giving program 
for the Capital Campaign.  He also stated that it looks like more parishioners are taking 
advantage of online giving through this program than the previous ACH program through the 
bank.  He will continue to monitor this program to see how it is impacting parishioner giving. 
 



Mr. Waiz then updated the committee on the progress of the Capital Campaign.  He stated that 
as of November 15, we have pledges from 55 households for a total of $2,637,172. He noted 
that the Campaign committee is still recruiting more volunteers to make one-on-one visits with 
parish households.  He encouraged committee members who are not already volunteering to 
consider doing so. 
 
The committee then reviewed the financial reports for October and year-to-date. Mr. Frossard 
stated that total operating cash was up by $134,804 at month end due primarily to increases in 
the School balance because of a $108,000 payment received from the Indiana Department of 
Education for the Choice Scholarships program and the Capital Improvement balance because 
of a transfer of $35,000 made from the ADLF fund for capital improvements to the operating 
account.  He also reviewed the Income Statement and discussed the variances YTD in income 
and expenses.  He stated that the capital campaign was not included in the budget because it 
was not known for sure there would be a campaign when the budget was developed.  Since this 
item is listed in Other Revenues and Other Expense, it will not have an impact on the operating 
accounts for the parish.  Net Ordinary Income for the YTD is $174,435 which is $4,697 over 
budget. 
 
Mr. Waiz noted that the Sunday Collections were down $12,554 for the month and down 
$10,111 YTD.  It was noted that Fall Break was during October which could have had an impact 
on collections.  Hopefully, this is just a one month aberration. 
 
Mr. Haas reported on the School’s finances and stated that things were going well at this point.  
It was noted that the Daycare Ministry operations also look good for the month and YTD. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 21 at 6:30 p.m.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed with a prayer. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



St. John Paul II Faith Formation Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 6:30 pm  

St Joe Hill campus, Matthew meeting room 
 

First Fifteen Reflection was led by Kristina Seipel 

Attending : Vicki Huffman, Carolyn Lanham, Kristina Seipel, , Lynell Chamberlai, Barbara Renn 

                         Absent: Cheryl Saufer,  Sean Smith, Ann Christiani,  

Approval of November minutes  - Motion made by Lynell Chamberlain, Seconded by Carolyn Lanham  

  

Programs/Activities 

Ongoing Programs 

K-12 Religious Education Updates –  The previously reported absent teacher (K-1) is back teaching again. 

Kristina did some filling in during her absence.  Things are going well across the classes. We have 3 weeks of 

classes and then Christmas break. 

SPREAD – Religious Education for adults with varying abilities. This was an Aquinas Center activity but St John 

Paul II hopes to be able to continue/re-start the program. Two parishioners and Fr Tom will be planning and 

teaching these classes. Beginning soon!!! Kristina will talk to Fr Tom. Vicki took home a couple books to preview.  

RCIA - Rite of Welcome took place last weekend. We have 6 adults and 3 children. It is a great group. 

Discussions, participation and questions all show a true commitment to being Catholic. They consider 

themselves “small and mighty.” 

Adult Faith Formation Update -> Mission Beyond – Attendance at programs/activities has been consistent at 

about 50 people since the first activity -- which was better attended (there was food). In January our theme is 

People who are committed to daily prayer and pray spontaneously when asked to do so. Our Jan 13, 2018 

activity is from 4-8 pm at the St Paul campus-  “Mass, Christ Alive in You- The Discipline of ‘Living Christ’ in the 

World” Mini-retreat and dinner with Fr. Adrian Burke 

October – December Bible Study is going great. Approximately 15 people attend regularly 

Service Day is March 10th, 2018. A request for places and needs will be announced at church.  

Faith Formation would like to thank the Parish Council members who have come early and stayed late to help 

with the Mission Beyond events !!!! They helped as asked and offered more help on top of that !!! Thank you!  

Marriage Enrichment –An April event is in the planning stages  

Nursery/CLOW  - The nursery is in need of volunteers the 2nd Sunday of the month at the St Paul campus. 

Parents may need to volunteer. CLOW is going good overall. It was mentioned that the children are not being 

invited (or do not come back into church) for Baptisms. At St Joe campus the ushers make sure the 

teachers/children are aware and return. It is important that children witness baptism and are able to celebrate 



it.  (What can we do at St Paul campus?  Remind users ? or will it be a huge distraction when they come up ??? 

Discuss again at Jan meeting) 

The date for First Eucharist is the weekend of April 14/15. First Reconciliation will be in December. A 

parent/student workshop was help Oct 28th. There are 42 children total (13 Religious Ed students and 29 school 

children).  

We should have a date/information for Confirmation soon. A recent retreat went well. 

Family Faith Formation – There will be a Faith Formation Station at Breakfast with Santa. It is Dec 2 from 9-

10:30 am. Children will be coloring advent bookmarks and have 2 “take aways” in their bags – an Advent  

calendar and an Advent Prayer sheet. The commission reviewed the activities and liked them ! Kristina, Carolyn 

and Barbara will be there (arrive at 8:45). 

Other 

Faith Formation Members – Existing members will be asking other parish members to join us at our Jan meeting 

and possibly become members of the commission. 

Parish Council Report – This month Vicki will type minutes and submit report. Council knows our minutes will 

only be included on months when we have meetings. 

Advent activities –  

*The Reading Racks have been stocked with Advent materials (Thanks to Dolores Snyder who takes care 

 of this) 

*Faith Formation Station at Breakfast with Santa – See notes above 

Formed.org – 133 people have joined to date. It was discussed that if the school becomes more involved with 

the students using Formed then more people/families will join. 

Vacation Bible School was discussed. Due to the arrival of Kristina’s new bundle of joy in May 2018 she will not 

be heading up VBS. She will be part of the pre-planning. Kristina asked Vicki to possibly step into her spot and 

VBS committee member – Carolyn- along with Barbara and Dawn Schepers ( Youth)  will also play a role in 

planning and daily activities and fun ! The first VBS planning meeting will be Monday Jan 29th at 6:30 pm in a St 

Joe meeting room . 

 

Meeting ended with a closing prayer 

 

Next Meeting date: Thursday, January 18, 2018 6:30 pm  

 



Minutes 

Parish Life Commission Meeting 

                            St. John Paul II Parish                                                                       

November 7, 2017 

A Parish Life Commission meeting was held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 7, 2017, in the 

Upstairs Conference Room of the Parish Office Building at the St. Joe Hill Campus in 

Sellersburg, Indiana.   

The following members of the Parish Life Commission were present:  Joel Sackenheim, Rosella 

Klein, Betty J. Popp, Cathy Thomas and Linda Hunter.   

Joel Sackenheim, Pastoral Team Liaison, led the meeting.  Linda Hunter recorded the minutes.  

Joel Sackenheim distributed and read the First Fifteen for Sunday, November 12, 2017 (Matthew 

25: 1-13).  The reading concerned the parable of the five wise and five foolish virgins and the 

need to be prepared.  After a discussion of the reading, the Glory Be was prayed. 

The Greeting Card Ministry was discussed.  Carolyn Thomas, an Office Angel who is familiar 

with the Greeting Card Ministry, is considering leading the Greeting Card Ministry. 

It was reported that all booths for the November 18 Ladies Club Craft Show were rented.  This 

year the Ladies Club decided to have special raffles rather than sell parishioner donated baked 

goods and crafts during the Craft Show.  

Betty J. Popp reported that 27 veterans have responded yes for attendance at the Veterans 

Appreciation Program being held on November 8.  Betty will bring napkins, tablecloths, and 

easels for the schoolchildren’s veteran letters to the event and asked those present to provide 

refreshments and assist with decoration and other preparation for the program at the St. Paul 

Campus tomorrow morning at 7:30 AM. 

The next topic of discussion was a planned Christmas Cookie Exchange.  After discussion, it was 

decided to call it a Christmas Cookie Social and hold it on Sunday, December 10, at the St. Joe 

Hill Campus between the 7:45 and 9:30 AM Masses.  Hopefully more parishioners can attend 

this event during this time.  Parishioners will be asked to share a plate of their favorite Christmas 

cookies and share the recipe also.  The Christmas Cookie Social would be held in the Matthew 

Room of the Old School Building at the St. Joe Hill Campus.  A suggestion was made to have 

the information printed in the bulletin stating “Admission:  One Plate of Your Favorite Cookies 

along with your recipe to share with others”.  This event would be similar to Donut Sunday; 

however, it is hoped there will be more social interaction.  Coffee, milk, juice and water will be 

served at the Christmas Cookie Social. 

Joel Sackenheim then discussed the planned Holy Week Retreat.  He is asking for help in 

planning meals for attendees.  The retreat begins Wednesday evening and ends on Saturday 



Parish Life Commission Minutes 

November 7, 2017 

Page 2 
 
 

evening.  Joel believes assistance would be needed for nine different times:  Wednesday: dinner; 

Thursday: breakfast, lunch and dinner; Friday: breakfast and dinner; and Saturday: breakfast, 

lunch and dinner.  This will be discussed further as the Holy Week Retreat nears.  

The Chili Cook-Off event is planned for January 21 at the St. Paul Campus. 

Below is a table of proposed future events with dates and notes: 

Date 

 

Day Event Location Notes 

November 8, 

2017 

Wednesday  

-- following 

8:30 AM 

Mass 

Veterans 

Appreciation 

Program  

St. Paul Campus Parish Life 

Commission to 

provide refreshments 

 

November 18, 

2017 

Saturday Fall Craft Show St. Joe Hill 

Campus 

Ladies Club 

December  10, 

2017 

Sunday – 

following 

7:45 AM 

and before 

9:30 AM 

Mass 

Christmas Cookie 

Social 

St. Joe Hill 

Campus 

 

January 20, 

2018 

Saturday Chili Cook-Off St. Paul Campus Parish Life 

Commission 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Life Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, December 5, 2017. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

 



St. John Paul II Parish Council 

Ruth Morrison–Lile 

Preschool & Child Care Report 

November 28, 2017 

 

Enrollment Numbers 

• Enrollment for the 2017 – 2018 school year:  We have 109 

preschool/daycare children registered to date which is under budget 

number by 1.  We have 19 part time daycare children registered 

making us 3 over budget.  We have 34 full time after care children 

registered making us 3 over budget for full time.  We have 14 part 

time after care children registered making us 10 over budget for part 

time. 

Staffing 

• We are fully staffed at the present time. 
 

Accomplishments 

• We passed our annual State Fire Marshall Inspection. 

  

Activities/Events 

• November 29 Field Trip – Derby Dinner M/W/F classes 

• November 30 Field Trip – Derby Dinner T/TH class 

• December 10  Preschool Christmas Program 2:00 PM 

 Classes – Nickles, Christman, Snyder 

• December 10 Preschool Christmas Program 4:00 PM 

  Classes – Sons M/W/F, Sons T/TH, Fortson  

• December 14 Baby Jesus Birthday Party T/TH class 

• December 15 Baby Jesus Birthday Party M/W/F classes 

• December 18 Christmas Break begins 

• January 2  Preschool classes resume 

 

Facility Issues 

• Nothing to report at the time.   
   

 Teacher/Parent Concerns 

• Christmas Break Sign Ups will start right after Thanksgiving. 

• Everyone is invited to attend one of our Preschool Christmas 

Programs on Sunday, December 10, 2017.  The first performance will 

be at 2:00pm and the second will be at 4:00pm.  Both performances 

will be in the Church the St. Paul Campus. 



   

   

NOVEMBER 2017 

Karen Haas 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM/PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Our middle school students are enjoying their elective classes which include journalism 

& broadcasting, creative dramatics, health, and STEM this semester. The students in 

the creative dramatics class presented JPII’s first musical “Beauty and the Beast Jr.” 

There were three performances with audiences totaling approximately 850 people! 

The show received rave reviews from attendees. We are so pleased to be able to 

provide this significant performance opportunity for our middle school students! 

• Mrs. Katie Sellmer, our Technology Coordinator attended a two-day Hoosier 

Educational Computer Coordinators Conference in Indianapolis. 

 

EVENTS 

o Family Friday: The presentation by the students in Mrs. Barber and Mrs. Naville’s 

second grade classes centered on Veterans Day. Veterans were invited to attend 

and were recognized. The program highlighted the Missing Man Table and its 

significance on Veterans Day. Photos of the veterans with the students that invited 

them were taken.  

o Spiritual Life Committee/Grades 4 and K Veterans Mass: Teachers, Mrs. April Clark, and 

Mrs. Kristin Bean worked with the Spiritual Life Committee to host a Mass for Veterans. 

The 4th grade and Kindergarten students sang a song, and the veterans were treated 

to a reception after Mass.  

o All Saints Day and Grandparents’ Mass: The grandparents of the third graders were 

invited to this special celebration of the Mass. The third graders learned about a saint 

and then dressed as that saint for Mass. Grandparents were then treated to a light 

breakfast and to spend some time with their special “saint”. The school’s choir sang a 

beautiful rendition of “When the Saints go Marching In” and a  Litany of the saints.  

o Science Fair: Our sixth graders used what they learned about the Scientific Method to 

produce science projects for our Science Fair. Our four top projects were sent to the 

Deanery Science Fair at Providence. 

o All Hallows Eve: This is an event you have to see to believe! A lot of creativity goes into 

the costumes. This year’s festivities included an edible haunted house contest for the 

7th graders.  

o Knight Out! This evening of fellowship also raised money for the school. This fun event 

had beer and wine tastings.  Dinner was provided by Orange Clover Catering, and 

there was a DJ. Thanks to Kelly Ellsperman, Nicole Ruddell, and other members of the 

JPIII Parent Group for all of their hard work for the success of the event! 

 

FUNDRAISING/MARKETING 

• Prospective K Parent Event: The school commission was very pleased to host 12 families 

and present information about our Kindergarten. Two of these families have made 

appointments to visit the school and find out more.  

• Open House/New Student Registrations: Sunday, January 28 from 12-2:00  

• SpringFest 2017: Work is in the planning stages for this family friendly event.  
 



Spiritual and Evangelization Commission 
                                                                    St. John Paul II Parish 

October 1, 2017 
       
      Dinah opened the meeting with "The First Fifteen".The people present were Dinah Tichy, Kathy 
Eberle, Linda Helms, Joan Dilger, Terry and Mary Wright, Bunky and Tex Very, Phyllis Burkeholder, Ester 
 Endris, Tina Wheatley, and Father Tom.  
 
     MOMM Group--Phyllis had a few questions for our committee. She wondered if the St. Michael prayer 
could be said after the Masses and Father Tom said it is a devotional prayer and should  be separate 
from the Mass. 
She also asked if the church could purchase a statue of Our Lady of Fatima and Father suggested that 
Phyllis and Ester take the issue to the Liturgy Committee. It was decided that Our Lady of Fatima should 
be promoted though our bulletin. Phyllis also mentioned that the National Night of Prayer takes place on 
December 8th at 9:00 P.M. until December 9th at 1:00 A.M. 
 
     Divine Mercy--Ester gave a short history of the Divine Mercy which is given in a presentation by 2 
people. There is a $600.00 grant to be used I n our parish for this event. It was decided that a 
presentation could take place in conjunction with our St. John Paul Feast day next October 21st and 
22nd. The parish would be invited and on the 20th the school children would also be included. The cost to 
our parish would be about $2700.00 
 
     Adoration--Linda reported that everything is about the same. Joan said that she would place in the 
bulletin answers to questions that people have raised about adoration. She will encourage 2 people to 
share one slot in case one person is unable to attend their given time. Father Tom would like to have 
perpetual adoration but the committee did not think we were ready. It was suggested that we could try 
one week during Lent but it was left that we will pray about it for now. 
  
     Mission--Father Tom said that the date is set for April 15th-17th and David Wells will speak at the 
Masses April 14th and 15th. Father will find out soon about the theme which will be presented during the 
Mission.  
 
     Replacements--Tex said that tonight's meeting will be the last one that he and Bunky will attend with 
the Commission. They will be working on the capital campaign for our new church. Father said for our 
committee members to be thinking of names for replacements. 
 
    Vocation Workshop--Joan reported that Father Eric Augenstein will be hosting a vocational 
presentation as part of the National Vocations Awareness Week on November 5th at St. Paul Campus. 
All parishioners are invited along with the religious education children. 
 
     Proposed Daily Meditation--Dinah said that she is in the planning stages of the daily meditation via e-
mail subscriptions. Eight people are needed for one day for each week to be offered Monday thru Friday. 
Several names were brought up to work on this. 
 
     Prayer Partners--Father Tom said that he would like to have a person to be in charge of organizing 
this activity after the Masses. 
 
    Other Spiritual Life Offerings--Mary said that she felt that more information on natural planning should 
be discussed with couples that are planning on marriage. Father said that the priests usually discuss this 
with engaged couples before their weddings. 
 
Father Tom said that our parishioners will be given Mass journals for Christmas this year. Hopefully they 
will utilize them during the masses throughout the year. 
 
     The meeting ended with prayers. The next meeting will take place on November 16th at 6:30 P.M. at 
St. Joe Campus 



 



Parish Council Report – Youth Ministry 

November 2017 
 

 
Athletics 

• Basketball season is in full swing and the gym is busy!  Bitty Ball and K-2 grade ball start in 
December/January. 

 
Youth Ministry Programming 

• Faith Fill-Up Fridays- November FFF had about 22 attendees.  The next one is Friday, Dec. 

1st.  

• Confirmation Program had their retreat at Camp Rancho Framasa and a class.   

• Holy Fire Conference for 7 parish middle school youth was hosted in Chicago and was an 

overnight trip.  This was the first time our parish attended this conference.  Reviews and 

feedback were mixed on the experience.  The conference will be discussed at the next 

YM Commission mtg to decide if we offer it again.   

• Breakfast with Santa will be held the first Saturday in December, December 3rd.   

Confirmation youth use this as one of their service opportunities and we have had a 

great turn out in years past.  

• Advent bags have been assembled and YM Commission members are ready to start 

distribution.  We will be delivering them the week after Thanksgiving.  

• Worked with Christian Service Commission to have a spot at the SC Trustee Trick or 

Treating program at SCHS the weekend before Halloween.  We passed out Halloween 

pretzels and candy to all youth that attended.   

• NCYC was this past weekend (weekend before Thanksgiving).  We had 14 youth and 3 

chaperones attend.  This year I served on the Archdioceses of Indianapolis Steering 

Committee for NCYC.  I had a great experience on the steering committee.  Youth 

enjoyed the trip, but we did have some issues with safety concerns and youth following 

the rules.   The chaperones and I have discussed ways we can try to avoid this conflict in 

the future.  All chaperones attending this year were there 2 years ago and we did not 

have this problem.   
 

 
Submitted by: Dawn Schepers, Youth Minister 
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